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Vojentorg 135 wass a Russian military buying commiasion which started operating

. {and operated mere or less under cover) in August 1945 at Milovice in Boiemia
unéer Captein Lisansky and Ing. Bogolub Rundo {who wore a military uniform without
distinetion of rank), ‘At the beginning, the Vojentorg was faced with di’ficulties,
as peovle ware reluctant to sell for the old money (prior to the currency reform in

Cgechoslovekia), Originally, the commission had three trucks and one personal car
at its disposal, In September 1945, however, the situation improveds Lisaneky
and Rundo moved %o Praha and rented an apertment in the Opera Hotel, across the
atreet 'rom the Denis Railrcad Station, and & warehouse in Dejvice in the nelghbor-
hood of the new Technological Institute (which is a part 6f the Praha Institute of
Tochnology). Rundo {and several other Russians) lived in the dormitory of ths

Institute end was registersd as a student,

As the agenda of the Vojentorg grew it was necessary to hire more people, ware-
houses, and oars, After the currency reform & large warehouse on Hohansky Ostrov
{Tgland) ¢ Prague was rented; in addition to this, warehouses of large firms,

such es Schenker, Wezidopra, and others, wers used, especially when such goods were
héing stored about which it was not supposed to be known that they were destined

for Russia, At this time, the Russians had no bank accounts but, according to the
need, they received money from MBdling (Austria) about iwice a week, A great change
occurred when Marshal Radov arrived in Praha to discuss the date of departure of the
Red Army from Cgechoslovakia, Since the Soviet Army left before the oririnally agreed
date, the Czechoslovak Government paid the Russian Army 800 million crowrs in the new
currency, for which amount the Russisns sould buy in Czechoslovakia any hing the
needed for the Army, After further discussions an additional amount of 400 millIc:n
erowns was put at the disposal of the Ruasians, They were authorized to spend

this money for poods bought at the nationsl establishments of Bats and Kotva in Zlin,
Woravia, The discussions were highly confidential snd only a few persons were .pres.-
ent, Among them wers, on the Russian side, Marsha) Radov, I g.&ga olub Rundo, and
Ing. Barakevsky, 8211 +he negotiations were conducted undo gBe.rabovaky, The
Crechs were reprssented by Gottwald, Nosek, and Slansky, The dlscussions lasted
thiree dayvs, A“ter the currency reform, the Russians were in an extremely favorable
vosition ag they had (sinae the dey the reform was effected) a large amount of money
at their Aisposal, ¥rom then on they started to buy systematiczlly. Every Nonday
and Thursdey a new list of items was brought to Fraha from Mddling by 3 Russilan
officers, The money was deposited in the Moravska Banka on Vaclaveske Namestl, in
the Ziwvnobanka at Prikepy {Street), and in a commercial bank,Na ZSatorece.

' TION LISTING MUST BE
cLassiFicaTIoN VARG NOTICE: THIS DISTRIBU

STATE

1
[

ARMY
T

X | nave NSRB T} {
[ — - E(Clsé‘,‘iﬁﬂfié PUmﬁ nfLaAse oﬁg n?us nﬂtﬁ}ﬂ,

) . — AN N
This document is hereby r 59,mc§‘ehdm° " F'DENTIA
ONFIDENTIAL in accordancs W the

c r - 13 October 1978 from ‘o
fetlor €8 % entral Inteliigence 10

D i o Unlted Stales. .ﬁ_ Bl
neApprovedF 3i®Release 2000/05/16 : CIA-RDP82-00457R001500840005-8) L




- . _Approved For Release 2000/05/16 :mDPSZ-OOIf‘S?ROM900840005-8

3

bo

5.
;60

25X1X 7o

25X1X

8,
9%

1o,

i1,

: ) CONF’DEN 25X1A

CENTRAL INTELLIGERCE AGENCY
- 2w

tntil ths above mentionsd agreement was reached the Russians were buying mostly
fine leather grods, such as cigasrstte cases, compacts ete,, from the firms of
Haveda in Nove Mesto Smrlkem and Vaclav Podlesny im Praha, Luhlanske (Streat).,
After the currency reform their interest shifted primarily to UNRRA goods and
goods from Western Germeny. The following list includes some of the items
deliverad to the Vojentorg: :

300,000 meters of clothing material (UNRRA)
600,000 cakes of toilet seap (UNRRA)
800,000 matere of nylon (UNRRA)
- 40,000 kg of laundry soap (UNRRA)
1,000,000 pos. of preservatives (URRRA)

150 tracters (UNRRA) ,

40 wagons of canned food (UNRRA)
Fedical supplies worth 25,000,000 Kes, ota,

The gocds were bought from the following firms:

oa FKotwa, National Establishment, Z1in, Noravia.

‘b, Tbas, Import - Export, Praha, Revolucni trida, Vitava Palace.

¢o Jihoslovanske Wakupni Drusstvo (Jugoslav Buying Cooperative), Representaiive
* Apent: Josef Skela, Praha XIII, Kralicka 5

d, Bila Iabut (White Swan), Praha, Fa Poriei,

©, Jan S1ld, Preha II, (trida) Jana Opletals.

£, The Winistry of Food.

g. Cerna Ruge (Black Ross), Nachtigalove, Praha, {scap)e

h, Wagura, Zilina, Slowakia (soap). :

Thé transactions {showing samples of goods, bargaining, and paying of bi1ls) never
toolk place in the Vojentorg offices, All business was transacted exclusively in
cafes and in private spartments. The bills never carried the name of the purchsser,

During the swmer months, the leading members of the orgenigation moved to Karlovy
Vary (Karlsbtad), Until Novembor 1947, Rundo had been the top man of the Vojentorg;
as of thst date he was transferred to Bor near Ceska Lipe where he was to “buy
glass®. However, he seldom could be reached et Bor; his headquarters at that time
was probably losated at Jachymov,

Thers were approximately 15 other Russiane working for
ondsr Glickin (residing at Praha XII, Belgicka Street,

(residing st Praha VII, Strojnicka Street,

only two of those he kmew could not be bribed: Rundo &
At a lator date, the Vojentorg rented two floors (4th and 5th) in a house (ealled
"E1® house) at Praha, Holesovice, where entry was greatly restrioted.

Th Pratislava there wae a btranch office of the Vojentorg (located in tho.carlton
Hotel) which, howsver, was not under the juriediction of Praha (Gliclkin), The
Bratisliava office was headed By a Colonel named Kolijev who collaborated directly
with Vieans, ‘ . ) .

Vojentorg goods were shipped out of Czechoslovakia mainly from Rohansky Ostrov -

in Praba, A apeciel freight train of about 20 csrs was dispatched fyom here

approximately every two weeks, A train guerd team sent directly from MBdling

;ggoy;%éd the train, The treins were invariably dispatched from Praha during
Fate ‘

Ths Vojentorg had to kesp books and accownts of ites purchases, but the firms
delivering goods were not allowed to specify the name of the purchaser in their
bills, For this reason, some Praha business firme were reluctant to submit bills
with thelr letterheads., Furthermere, the firms could not enter these transactions
in their omm books and, consequently, .some of them refused to do tusiness with ths
Vojentorz, Those firms that were willing to do buminess with the Vojentorg were
given a certain ecompensation i :
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or the Tussians nad some Hanks of bilis printed with letterhesds of avm-
shing firms (wostly from Noravske Ostrava end Goske Budejovice) and used
shose Hanks for the vurpese of keeping their own books Yatraight®,

1% Appremimately every two months a group of officers came from Modling to check
gshether the program was being fulfilled, Every 14 days 2 member of the Tajentors,
nsaily Rundo, went to Bbdling to deliver the billa and piek up supplemeatal
LLot8 of diems to be purchased

25X1X
25X1X 13s _ the Soviet Embmasy, where entry was greatly restrictod, through
) Lhe i o An identity
25X1X ; - wes not suriiclent. In urgent cases; he could gain admiidtance
~ %hrongn the Presz Attache of the Consulate (who callad tha Erbesay on ths phone ),
1éo Torsonaititias ‘

o Hnz. Hosolub Rurde: About 35 years of age, 172 om, black hair {«lightly grey),
ek eyes, moustache; very slegant; speake Crech, French, Bussian, Garman,
Serbo-Urontian. Spanish, some Enzlish and Ttelian.

Go  Ing, Bavekewskys 45 years old, 185 em, blond, wavy hair, blue eyes; doee notb
knaw heow te drivs; spesks Czech, Rusaien, French, German, Sarbo-Croatian,
) Tishien, some ¥nslish and Spenish,
@ Unptain Yisansky: 48, 165 em, bald-hoaded, fattish, always wearing mifors;

g

#perlks Uerman, Csech, Russian, and English,

4p, Gliekin: 55, 153 om, grayish-chestnud hair, brown syes; doss not wecr 2 uwmie
form nows speake Mussian, German, Czech, and French,

3> Vieskow: 350, 170 em, brown hair, slender; d o¢ not drive a car and does nob
wear & imiform; spenks Ruesian, Gtermen, and Csech,

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 2000/05/16 : CIA-RDP82-00457R001900840005-8



